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remark has some reference to him; and in accordance
with his sense of his own importance, he is easily led
to the conjecture that people are saying that he re-
sembles Alexander the Great in appearance or ability
or some other respect. As he ruminates over this sig-
nificant remark, the idea flashes over him that he is
Alexander the Great, and this grandiose idea gives him
such satisfaction and so clarifies the whole mass of his
suspicions, that he makes it his own, slurring over its
improbabilities, and dwelling on whatever makes it
seem possible. Now, at last, he understands why he is
slighted and persecuted. He is this great personage,
and more or less clearly known to be such by his asso-
ciates, who, however, are naturally unwilling to exalt
him so far above themselves, and therefore try to keep
him down. Recalling the events of his past life in the
light of this new insight, he finds a thousand incidents
that point towards the great fact, and organizes the
whole of his social experience around this delusion of
his own great personality. He may still not have
reached the point when he is ready to act upon his
delusion or give open expression to it, and in rare cases
he may carry the delusion concealed within him for
years, but eventually his behavior is so affected by it
that he is recognized as insane. This is the type of
insanity called 'paranoia', rather an uncommon type,
though similar delusions, less completely worked out,
are frequent in other forms of insanity.

If we attempt to restate the behavior of the paranoiac
in terms of dynamic psychology, we see, for one thing,
that the delusion, once fully formed, becomes part of
the learned equipment of the subject. He acquired it